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CLAIRE A. WILLIAMS SWORN IN AS  
COURT EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
 SAN FRANCISCO – Claire A. Williams, an attorney who has held several leadership 

positions in the San Francisco Superior Court, is now the Court Executive Officer, Presiding 

Judge James J. McBride announced today. 

 Williams – who has worked for the Court for more than a decade – will serve as the 

interim CEO while a special committee assigned by the Presiding Judge finds a replacement 

for Gordon Park-Li, the Court’s longtime CEO who retired February 19, after nearly 38 years 

with the Court. The Court has changed Williams’ title from Chief Executive Officer, the title 

held by Park-Li, to Court Executive Officer, which conforms to Rule of Court 10.610 and is 

consistent with other courts throughout California. 

 “The Court is fortunate to have Claire’s leadership as we transition from Gordon’s 

steady guidance to a new CEO who will face some of the most challenging issues our Court 

has grappled with in decades,” Judge McBride said. “Claire will provide the continuity and 

stewardship of our Court while we undertake a process to find our next CEO.” 

 The CEO is the chief executive of the Superior Court of California, County of San 

Francisco, who is responsible for managing approximately 600 employees, overseeing a  

$90 million budget and implementing Court policies and procedures. The Court’s 52 Judges 

appointed Williams, who will serve as CEO for at least six months while the Court 

undertakes a search for a permanent CEO. Details on CEO recruitment will be announced  
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later this week on the Court’s Web site at www.sfsuperiorcourt.org. 

 Williams, an attorney, has served as Director of Unified Family Court (UFC) since 

2003. The UFC includes all Family Law, Dependency, Delinquency, and Child Support 

departments in San Francisco County. As Director, Williams is responsible for all operations 

of the UFC, including Family Court Services, Family Law Facilitator’s/Self-Help Center,  

Family and Youth Collaborative Courts, and the clerical and courtroom staff. 

 Williams established a Collaborative Courts program for Families and Youth within 

the UFC. Under her leadership, the UFC partnered with the San Francisco Unified School 

District, the San Francisco Juvenile Probation Department, and the San Francisco 

Department of Health to create a Juvenile Drug Court and school for youth in the Juvenile 

Delinquency system. Williams developed, and now oversees, the implementation of the 

UFC’s Self-Represented Litigant calendar. She combined Family Law and Dependency 

mediation departments to create Unified Family Court Services. Before assuming the 

Director position in 2003, Williams served as the staff attorney for the UFC for three years.  

 Last year, Williams took the lead in working with Judge McBride and other Judges 

and staff members on a plan to open a single asbestos department to better manage the 

Court’s significant asbestos caseload.  

 Williams serves on multiple committees, including the Family and Juvenile Law 

Advisory Committee to the California Judicial Council; and Administrative Office of the 

Court’s Violence Against Women’s Education Project. She also is a member of the San 

Francisco Youth Treatment and Education Center’s Board of Directors. 

  She also worked as an associate at McGlashan and Sarrail, LLC, and between 1996 

and 1999, she was the principal of the Law Offices of Claire A. Williams. Prior to that, she 

was an associate at Adams & Romer. She received her Juris Doctorate from Golden Gate 

University School of Law in 1994 and a Bachelor’s in 1988 from the University of Notre 

Dame. 
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